
Ecuador may be relatively small, but in addition to its many giant
volcanoes, Amazon destinations, beach towns and cloud forest
resorts, the mainland offers exclusive access to a true natural wonder
of the world: the unique Galápagos Islands. Train routes pass through
the dramatic highlights of the Andes, including the impeccably
preserved colonial centers of Quito and Cuenca, then descending
thousands of feet towards the coastal metropolis of Guayaquil.
Several points of access to the rainforest, and its mighty rivers, lead
to the treasured Yasuni jungle reserve and its mega-biodiversity.
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Quito, the capital of Ecuador, resides high in the Andes at 2,850m
above sea level, tempting visitors with even higher peaks. It is flanked
by the active Pichincha volcano, accessible via cable car. Its primary
attraction is a beautifully preserved historic quarter, where grand
colonial-era churches and the presidential palace are all situated
within a dozen square blocks of narrow streets and various public
squares. 

Further north are Quito's best parks and a new botanical garden,
while to the east is the trendy, bohemian community of Guapulo and
its spectacular views down to the other valley. Also within an hour of
downtown is the Middle of the World monument, right on the
international Equator line.

Imbabura province is famous for its beautiful collection of lagoons, the
very best of Ecuador's northern Andes peaks, and towns full of diverse
traditional culture. Climbing the inactive Imbabura Volcano, peaking at
4,600 meters above sea level, is a half-day effort rewarded by
sweeping country views. Cotacachi volcano, departing from the town
of the same name, is another option. But perhaps the most
spectacular sight is the Cuicocha lagoon, with peaks rising from its
center, and great panoramic vistas appreciated from trails around the
perimeter. Exploration on horseback is also highly recommended.
Meanwhile, the capital of Ibarra and town of Otavalo offer indigenous
textile markets and many culinary specialities, thanks to a large native
Kichwas population.

Ecuador's cloud forests slope down from the Andes, with pleasant
climates and great biodiversity: orchids, birds and butterflies are all
popular with visiting spotters. Hundreds of species are known to
experienced local guides, and only a short drive or hike away from
lodges. The main towns are Mindo, Bellavista and Pedro Vicente
Maldonado, offering primary and secondary cloud forest on horseback
or foot (at varying levels of steepness). The rewards are waterfalls,
ziplines, river tubing, sweeping canopy views, and treats such as
chocolate and coffee farms, along with a great range of dining and
lodge options ranging from rustic to luxurious. It's the perfect
combination of relaxation and exploration options, all within a couple
of hours from the capital city.

Regions to discover

Quito & surroundings

Imbabura

Cloud Forest



Itinerary map

Travel summary
 Day 1 - Tuesday Jan 23, 2018 : Quito Airport (Mariscal Sucre) - Quito - Quito Historical Center
 Day 2 - Wednesday Jan 24, 2018 : Otavalo - Cotacachi - Otavalo
 Day 3 - Thursday Jan 25, 2018 : Quito Historical Center - Middle of the World - Quito Historical Center
 Day 4 - Friday Jan 26, 2018 : Quito - Mindo - Quito - Mindo - Quito Historical Center



Private transfer from the airport to your selected hotel in Quito.
Please be aware of the sign with your name on it.
English speaking guide included

1 Bottle of Water is included

Quito city tour
On this tour you will enjoy driving through diverse neighborhoods to take a look at both
colonial and modern Quito. The tour will start through the colonial part of the city with a
breathtaking site of the illuminated colonial churches and convents. 

This evening you will visit Quito attractions such as Independence Plaza and the
Presidential Palace. You’ll be amazed by panoramic views throughout your tour,
accompanied by informative commentary from your guide about the history and culture
of Ecuador's capital. (3 hours)

This tour is with English speaking guide.

Dinner set menu at local restaurant

Note: you have included 2 glasses of wine and 2 glasses of beer per person at your
dinner

Night at Hotel Rio Amazonas

Included: arrival transfer, english speaking guide, , transport, dinner, entrance fees, room with
breakfast (the next day)

Private transport and driver expenses included during the day

A private guide will be with you during this day.

﻿Visit Otavalo & surroundings

We will first visit Otavalo City, famous for its Indigenous market that is hold every day,
the biggest is on Saturdays, an ancient tradition and cultural exchange site among the
Otavalo community. Furthermore we visit the peaceful Cotacachi Village, famous for its
leather, and meet the local craftsmen. After a last visit to the charming Cuicocha Crater
Lake where you can hike around or take a boat for a trip around the lake (extra cost). In
the afternoon we head back to the hotel.

We will have cuy (guinea pig) for lunch at restaurant La Marqueza.

1 Bottle of Water is included

Night at Hacienda Pinsaqui (Standard Room)

Dinner Menu included

Included: transport, english speaking guide, room with breakfast (the next day), lunch, dinner, ,
american breakfast (the next day)

Day to day

Day 1: Tuesday Jan 23 2018,  Quito Airport (Mariscal Sucre)
- Quito - Quito Historical Center

Day 2: Wednesday Jan 24 2018,  Otavalo - Cotacachi -
Otavalo

Day 3: Thursday Jan 25 2018,  Quito Historical Center -
Middle of the World - Quito Historical Center



Private transport and driver expenses included during the day

A private guide will be with you during this day.

Quito City tour & Mitad del Mundo

This interesting city tour goes through diverse neighborhoods for a look at both colonial
and modern Quito, and visit top Quito attractions such as historic plazas, churches and
colonial buildings, like the Independence Square, the Presidential Palace, the
Archbishop Palace, the Municipal Building (City Hall), and the Cathedral. The visit to
Compañia church cannot be missed, one of the most impressive of Latin America.
Finally, head to the most famous hill in Quito, Panecillo viewpoint, where you'll notice the
contrast between colonial and modern Quito.

In the afternoon we continue to the middle of the world, the origins of this place goes
back to the First Geodesic Mission which came to our country for the purpose of study
and determine the exact curvature of the planet. This mission, managed by the French
scientist Charles Marie de la Condamine and the Ecuadorian scientist Pedro Vicente
Maldonado, determined where the equator crossed.

We have the opportunity to visit Intiñan museum just 200 meters north of the Mitad del
Mundo monument, here is the actual “middle of the world," marked. This museum
showcases what modern-day GPS has proven to be the true site of the equator line.
Here your device will actually read zero degrees latitude and zero degrees longitude. (6-
7 hours)

Entrance fees included:Panecillo, Compañia church, Middle of the World & Inti-ñan
museum 

You will have lunch at restaurant Tianguez.

1 Bottle of Water is included

Night at Hotel Rio Amazonas
Dinner at your hotel

Included: transport, english speaking guide, lunch, entrance fees, , room with breakfast (the next
day),

Full day Mindo
Get out of the city and into the nature! You will be picked up from your hotel in Quito by
an English speaking driver/guide. For about 1.5 hour you drive to Mindo, home to almost
50,000 acres of Ecuadorian cloud forest. The Bosque Protector Mindo-Nambillo is an
outstanding reserve for 350 species of birds, including the toucan-barbet and the
golden-headed quetzal. 

Your private tour begins with an explanation your guide, who will share knowledge of the
region’s ecology and prepare you for a day of exploration in lush vegetation. As you
leave the urban landscape, you can enjoy the gorgeous scenery from out of your
window until you arrive in the misty valley and town of Mindo, an eco-friendly base for
exploring the region. Get ready to visit a garden with many species of hummingbirds as
well as hundreds of butterflies. We then continue to the local artesian chocolate factory
that is one of only a few places where you can see the entire chocolate-making
process. Afterwards we head back to your hotel in Quito.

This tour is with English speaking guide.

You will have lunch at restaurant El Quetzal
Entrance fees included: Angel Paz bird refugee, orchid and buterfly farms and cocoa
factory

For dinner you will have a 5 course tasting menu at restaurant Theatrum.

1 Bottle of Water is included

Night at Hotel Rio Amazonas

Included: transport, english speaking guide, lunch, entrance fees, dinner, , room with breakfast
(the next day)

Day 4: Friday Jan 26 2018,  Quito - Mindo - Quito - Mindo -
Quito Historical Center



Private transport and driver expenses included during the day

A private guide will be with you during this day.

1 Bottle of Water is included

ACE insurance (liability insurance) is included.

Included: transport, english speaking guide, lunch, , entrance fees

Category: Tourist superior class
Cordero E4375 & Av. Amazonas, Quito, Ecuador
http://www.hotelrioamazonas.com

A contemporary yet traditional hotel providing comfort and refinement in
varied styles. Rooms and suites offer spacious arrangements and
panoramic city views from large windows, as well as air-con, cable TV and
24-hour room service. The pleasantly rustic-themed restaurant serves
sophisticated cuisine with seasonal menus, while communal areas are
polished and inviting, and the upper lounge area extends into a sun
room for daytime lounging.

Category: First Class
Panamericana Norte km. 5, Otavalo, Otavalo, Ecuador
http://www.haciendapinsaqui.com

A large hacienda with centuries of history at the foot of Imbabura
volcano. An assortment of spacious suites, each accommodating up to
five guests, offer a variety of traditional styles with king beds, fireplaces,
sheepskin rugs, framed art, and views to mature gardens. Cotocachi
volcano is also visible from private terraces, and one suite includes a
jacuzzi. An intimate cavern bar contrasts with the dining room's high
ceiling and roaring log fire, both open late into the night.

Day 5: Saturday Jan 27 2018 Quito

Hotels

 Hotel Rio Amazonas dates: 23/01 - 25/01 - 26/01

 Hacienda Pinsaqui Otavalo
dates: 24/01 





Included

Accommodation based on standard double room including breakfast
Private transportation with English speaking guide 
Daily excursions as mentioned on the itinerary including just the entrance fees detailed above  
Meals as mentione above 
ONE TOUR LEADERS FREE OF CHARGES DURING THE TOUR (TL from Poland)
ACE Insurance (liability insurance)

Not included

Excursions and meals not mentioned in the program
Drinks, tips and personal expenses
International flight

Price Policy

Prices in USD and per person

Al hotels are subject to availability and to change

Pure Ecuador
Validity prices: 28/07/17
Diego Zapata
Ecuador
www.pure-travelgroup.com

+593 2 5123358 - +593 984484148
info@pure-ecuador.com
pureecuador
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