
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very little is known about the mountain Kingdom and even less visited!  

Thaba Tours specializes only in extensive Lesotho- overland excursions. 

Mountain Biking, is a must (own bikes required) - Pony trekking –hiking and 4x4 tours, are 

done extensively . 

Our motto-We go further!  

One of Africa’s best, unspoiled kept secrets!  

 

History 

Originally the Sotho-Tswana people lived in what is now Free State in neighbouring South 

Africa.They were a farming people, and when the Zulus started attacking villages and the 

Dutch-Voortrekkers started encroaching on their land, they fled up into the Lesotho 

mountains. Here, continuous attacks from the Zulus forced local tribes to join together for 

protection, and by 1824, King Moeshoeshoe had established himself as king and Thaba Bosiu 

as his mountain fortress. 

In 1903, Moeshoeshoe allied himself with the British Cape Colony government in a bid to 

protect the Basotho from the Boer's rapidly increasing presence in the area.  



Much fighting followed, forcing Moeshoeshoe to go straight to the imperial government of 

the British, and in 1868, Basotholand (as it was then called) became a protectorate of the 

British Empire. It was granted independence from the British Empire on October 4th 1966. 

People 

The Kingdom of Lesotho was formed through the pursuit of peace, and this peaceful nature 

still exists in the Basotho. They are a friendly and welcoming people and do not have the 

aggressive history some of the peoples of neighbouring countries have. People are especially 

grateful to Brits, and the older generation will come up to a Brit and tell them how much they 

thank them for saving them from apartheid! 

Climate 

Lesotho has 300 days of sunshine. The rainy season extends from October to April in which 

Lesotho gets 70mm of rainfall, mostly during severe thunderstorms. Extensive snow falls are 

possible in winter but may occur in any month on the high mountains. Nightime temperatures 

go below freezing in winter (May - September)- and houses do not feature central heating), so 

bring a jacket. 

Official name: Kingdom of Lesotho 

Area: 30,355 square kilometers (11,720 square miles) 

Highest point on mainland: Mount Ntlenyana (3,482 meters/11,424 feet) 

Lowest point on land: Junction of the Orange and Makhaleng Rivers (1,400 meters/4,593 

feet) 

Hemispheres: Eastern and Southern 

Time zone: 1 P.M. = noon GMT 

Longest distances: 248 kilometers (154 miles) from north-northeast to south-southwest; 181 

kilometers (112 miles) from west-northwest to east-southeast 

Land boundaries: 909 kilometers (565 miles) total boundary length; all with South Africa 

Coastline: None 

Territorial sea limits: None 

 CLIMATE 

Lesotho has a dry, temperate climate, with mean temperatures of 21°C (70°F) in summer and 

7°C (45°F) in winter. Extremes range from 32°C (90°F) to –7°C (20°F) in the lowlands, with 

winter temperatures in the highlands sometimes plummeting below –18°C (0°F). On average, 

there are over 300 sunny days per year. 

Rainfall ranges from 60 centimeters (24 inches) in the lowlands to 191 centimeters (75 

inches) in the mountains. Most rain falls between October and April. Lesotho is prone to 

damaging hail in the summer and periodic disastrous drought. The Maloti Mountains are 

generally snowcapped in winter 


